CHAPTER 31 -
FIXs ESCAPLS
5 F. 4B

AN ACT to amend, rovise, and codify chapter twelve (12) of title five (5) of the
compiled code of Iowa, and section %en hundrad aixty-four (1064) of the
sapplament to sald cods, relating to.fire sscapes snd means of escape { fron fire.

Bo It Znacted by, the General Ascenbly o tho State of Iowss

That chapter twelve (12) of. title five (5) of the comnilod Cods of Iowa,
and sestion ten hundred sizty-four (1064) of tho supplemsnt %o said Code are
anended, revimed, and codified to resd as followa?

CHAPTER 12
FIRE ESCAPAS AUD OTHRR MEANS OF ESCAFE FROM FIRE

Soction 1., Firs eacapsse~what duildinge to bo equipped with. A1l Duild-
irgs, structures, and enclosures. of three (3) or mors stories in height, and
such other buildings of less number of atories as are in this chapler speclelly
dosignated, shall be equippsd with such protsction sgainst fire, and means of
escape therefrom, as in this chspter provided.

Sac. 2. Torms defined. The word "bullding" as used in this chapter shall
include all structurss or enclosurss of sach of tha claases mentionsd or raferred
to herein. The word “story" shall include a bagement atory when such bagenent
story in on the avarage five (5) feot or more above the ground,.

Sec. 3. lumber of fire escapes required=-~where placed. Every bullding,
structure, or sncloegure of thrae (3) or more stories, and every schoolhouse of
two (2) stories and not provided with two (2) stairways locatsd approxinmately at
aach end of the hallway in the nacond story, and eavery struciure heving a stage,
end overy theater or opera house of more than one (1) stary., or having balconles
or galleries, shall have at least the number of fire escapes of -the ldnd pre-
seribad 'by law a8 deternined by the folleving formulat .

Funber of fire escapes shall equal © tines P.

P eguale the average maximum number of persons on ths story
with the highest nunbar above tha firat story

C is a coefficient and is fixed, and shall be taken for the
varlous classes of buildings as followss

1. Budldings having woodsn or combustible walls. c equala .020,

2. Buildings having drick or combustidle, walls with combuaiidle
intsrior, C equals .014.

3., Buildings having brick or incombuatidble walls a.nd incom-
bustidle roof and slow burning construstior, C equals .0l2.

4, Buildings of ﬂrenroof construction throuvghout, c equalsg
«007,

5, Buildings of wooden oxr combustible walls equipped with
efficient water sprinkler system, C equals ,0l4. :

: 6, Buildinzs having brick or incombustidble walls with com-
bustidble interior equipped with efficlent water sprinkler system, C equals .0O8.
. 7. Bulldings having brick or Sncombustible walls and incor=
tustidle roaf end aslow burning construction equipped with efficient water
sprinklsr gyastsm, C equals .006.

8. Firsproof bulldings equipped with efficlent water sprinkler
systen, € equals .003,

Uhen the result of the said formula s ons (1) or sny fraction
thersof, the nunber of escapes shall be one (1), Ths numbar of additlional
escapes roquired shall include any fraction as a2 unif, except when such fraction
shell Yo thirty-thres hundredths (.33) or less, in which case the fraction msy
ba dropped if permitted by the inspsctor,
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Sec. 4. BRagulations az to location of firs escrpss and. exita, The follow
ing regulations as to location of fire escapes and exits are hersby esiablishods

" 2. The firat fire escaps required by law shall bs placed as far as
poseidble from the existing inside stalrway jor passege to the lower floors of the
building, teking into account the hazard and the peth or route of eccess to the
oscape from such stalrway.

2, The distance {0 the nearest fire escaps fmm any inside stalrway or
pagsage to the lower floor shall not exceed two hundrsd (200) feet by way of the
peth or route of access to such fire escape from such stalrwey or passags.

3. Additional fire escapes to. thoze otherwise provided by law -shall be
provided whersver it 4s nscessary to pess within twonty feet of any stalrway or
elevator shaft from any portion of the building more than twenty feet from such
steirvay or shaft to reach the fire escape requirsd by the provisions of law and
vhere there ars peculiar, unusual or extreme hagards additional fire escapes nay
be raquired by those authorized by law to regulate and ﬁx the number and
requiremsnts of firs escapes. ;

4, Vhen the inspector shall deem i} necegsary on account of the helght
of any building or on account of the number of parsons ordinarily occupying said
building, either permanently or temporarily in the course of business, such
building shell be equipped with a sufficient number of fire escapes to psrmit the
exit of all occupants within the following periods of times-

a. Bulldings with wooden or combustible walls, two (2) minutes,

b. Buildings having brick or incombustidle walls with combust~
ible interior, threae (3) minutes,

. 6. Buildings having brick or incombustible walls and incombust-
ihle roof and -slow burning interior construction, four (4) minutea.

d., Bulldings of fire proof construction throughout, fiftson (15)
ninutesjor less period of tima if hazard of mercha.ntabla contentas of such
building mMey 0 require. -

‘In estimating the psriad. of time required the rate of deecant on
the f£ire escapes shall not bs taken in excess of one and five-tenths (1.5) faeot
of vertical distancs, or hefght, per second, vhen said fire escapes are fully
loaded, vhich rate of desent ghall be estimsted to psermlt the exit of not to
axcead one (1) peraon per sscond; but the time of complete exit as harein pro-
vided may be increased where efficiont sprinkler systoma are 1nstalled. such
increase of tinme to bYe determinsd by the character and efficiency of the
eprinkling syatem unless paculiar or uwnusual hazards exist,

Sec. 5. Firs sscapss--hos tonstructed-~classes.of, A1l firs ascaped
ghall bs constructed as described in the following classifications:

' Cinss A, Fire escapes of this claass shall consist of those more
¢afa 'and efficient than ocutaids ladders and stairways ard which shall have
boen approved as such by the labor comminsioner, and may include inside staire
weys and nesns of eacape 1:1 ﬁmproof buildings whan approved by said cormige-
ionar,

Class B, Fire escepasg of this class shall consist of a suitable
outside stairvay of not less than twenty-two (22) inches clear width of steol
or wrought iron constructed with platform and with stationary stairwsy carried
down to within aix and one-half (6 1/2) feet of the ground, or with a drop or
countarbalanuod stairway from the sacond etory platfom or balecony to ths

ground,

Class 0. Fire escepes of this claas shall consist of at least one
(1) ladder, not less than eighteen (18) inches in width, of atesl or wrouwsht
iron construstion, of sufficlent size and strength for safety, attached to the
outside walls of the building and provided with platforms of steel or wrought
iron inclosed by sulteble railings of such dimensions and in such proximity to
the windows of each story above the firat as to render access to the lndder
from each story easy and gafe, the srid ladder to extend to within aix.and
one~half (6 1/2) feet of the ground or to be provided with-a drop ladder hung
at the second story in such & manner that it can be easily lovered for use.
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1. All of ths alove classes of fire sscapas ahall be of suitable
netarial, construction, arrangemsnt, and location to malke the same gafe and
efficient and no firs escape of a highsr clasa ghall be less safs and efficient
than tne of a lower class and the provisions of sach lower class with respect to
pletform, acceas to windows and 6mn1nt,a, and sufficiensy of strength shall
apply to the uppsr claas oxcept where allowsd to be modified by those having
anthority.

2. All fire sscepss reaching the top floor shall have suitable
extenaions reaching from ths uvpsr platform to-safe.landing on the roof of the

buildingt but the commisaionar may waive thig provision when on examination he
finds that such 1leaddar would bs an elsment of dangsr.

3. A1l fire escapas of sny of the forsgoing clasres shell have such
windows or openings leading to the platform or halconles of the same as shall.
Ye nacegsary to make the same gefa and efficlent, end all routes or paths of -
acesss to aaid fire ascanes ghall bs srfe and sufficient, with all doors of
roons leading to fire eacapss one~=half (1/2) glass and equippsd with rmortise
latches or equivalent so thet tha geme may be easily and quickly opsned by
brealing the glass and turning the latches from tha inaside of the doors, all so
as to render accrnse to the fire #acaps fron eazch floor above the first easy eond
gafe. No window or door leading to tho platiorm of a fire escaps shall be-
fastonad againat exit.

4, The attzchment of all fire escapes chall bes nade in a thorough
and substantial menner and sufficient to carry the full load that may bs
placed on naild fire eacspes whon ths same are crowded, with a factor of safety .
of not lass thzn four (4),

5, Suitable sigms indiezting the location cf fire escapes shall be
woatad at all antrances to elavators, stalrways, londings, and in 211 rooma,.

? 6. In all buildings which are used for lodging or slesping purroses,
and in overa houses, theaters, and public asssmbly heils, and othsr buildingas
occupied or used at night where, in the Judegment of the commissionar, this
provision sheuld apply, rad 1lights shall be mslntained at night or vhen the
buildings are darksnad to indicats tha place or opening through which access to
the fire ascaps 13 obtainead. Rsd lights ghall not be used for lighting purposes
in such bulldings at locations whare fthey may be nishaken for an exit 1light,

Sec., 7. Clods of escapes requirsd-enmandatory and psrmiasible kindsew
stalrweys pemmitted. '

' 1, Hotels, lodging houges, tenements, apartment buildings, achools,
rataill or department storss, seminaries, colleage tuildings, office buildings,
hogpitals, asylums, opsra houses, theatera, assembly halls, and factorles -
raquired by law to be osquirped with firs esscanes #hall be equipped with thoes
of Qass "A" or class "BY, All othsr buildings and structurss required to be
oquipped with fire escapss shall be equippsd. with those of class WAR, WB%, or
o, or with a combination of such clazsesn,

. Claas “C% ghall not bs used on mmy buirding over thrae {(3)
gtorios 111 haigit 4n vhich mors than five (5) persons are at any one timo
allowed wron any ons (1) of tho floors above aaid third story nor whers any of
ths psrsons allowed unon any floor above tho third story are females or ninors;
tut the labor conniesionor may under peculiar conditions and whers the hagards
8 not great!

8. Permit fire eacapes of claagas “C" to ba ~use.d. on bulldinga of
myra than three (3) stories, but whon ledder firs ascapea are sermitted on
bulldings more than three (3) stories in height tha indders thersof muat offset
at the platforms and must not continue in the samo lins for more-than ons (1)
ﬂtﬂm’o

b. Pernit fire escavea of class "C" or other aosproved neans of
encape to bo used on an ordinary dwell ing of not mora than thres (3) stories
in height and temporarily used in part for lodging purposes when not more than
five (5) persons, nons of whon are under sixteen years,of age, occupy tha third
Llcoxr.
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3. Vhere atalrweys not lesa than forty-four (44) inches in clear
width are provided thoy shall be tealcen as the equivalent of two (2) or more
single stalrways in proportion to their width, provided the means of eacape
md offlciency and safety of said escapes are not thoreby diminishsd,.

. Sec. 8+ Doors to open outwerd--exits. The entrance amd exit doors of
all hotels, churches, lodge halls, courthouses, asgembly hallg, theaters,
opera houses, colleges, public schoolhouses, and other structures whers the
hazard is decmed sufficient by the inaspeetor, and the entrance doors to all
class and agsembly rooms in public school buildings, shall open outward and °
shall not be fastened against exit or so the scme can not be easily opensd
from within,

- 8ec. 94 Inspector to determine number ard sigze of exits. Inspsctors
ghall, subjoct to the Tinal decision of the commigsioner, have power to
determine the number and size of exits from all theaters, opera houses, and
assembly halls and from othor bulldings having cns or more balconies, the
locaticn of such exits with refersnce to firs escapss, end shall require that
no exit shall bo faatened 80 as to prevent free passage from the building,

g

Sec. 1l. Labor commisaionere-supsrvision of fire escapes. The labor
cormigsioner, except when otherwise svecislly provided by law, shall have
gensral charge and supervisgion of ths inspection and regulation of fire escapes
and means of ascape and of tho enforcement of the law relating thereto, and for
this purpose .the inspectors named herein, and others upon whom theres is im~
posed by law or ordinsnce any duty with reference to fire escapes, shall be
subject to hig direction end to the rulss and regulations adopted by such
conmissioner. ‘

. Sec. 12. Standard specifications for fire escapes. The said commissioner
shall adopt standard uniform specifications for the varlous classes of fire
escapeg provided by law and shall furnish gsuch spscifications to all persons
who are by law made ingpectors of fire escapes and means of escepe from fire, &
and such persons gholl keep the same on file in their respective offlces.

Sec. 13, Distribution of rules end regulations. The labor cormiasioner
ghall make all necessary rules and regulations to carry out the purnoss of thia
law and hava the same printed in pamphletform for distribufion; and he sghall
have the power to- approve any and all plans yelatins to fire escapas of the
various clasces, and it shall be hig duty to see that the same conform to the
law, and to male rTulings and orders relative theéreto,and where any dispute or
disagreement arisos with respect to tho plans and specifications for emny fire
escape or meang of escepe from fire, the commisgioner shall have the pover
and authority to determine and pass upon the sams and make orders relativs
thereto.

Sec. 14, 3Building inspsctoras-~what officers constitute, The bullding
inspactor or othexr officer performing like duties in oities having such officen
end .1f there de no such officapy then the chief of the fire despartment, and if
there be no chief of a paid fire department, the mayor of such city or towm,
or if the bullding is not within ths corporate limits of any city or town, then
the chairman of the board of supervisors, shall inspect all fire escapss with-
in respoctive juriedictions, except bulldings otherwiss required by lew to Ye
inspected.

-
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8sc. 15, Powers and duties of inspecticn officers. Such inspsction
officers shall as often 28 necegsary, and whemever complaint is made, care-
fully inspsct and examine such firs escapes, and such inspection shall include
all paths or routes between any interlor passsgs to a lowser floor and the open-
ing and means of access to the sald fire escapes, and the signs, lights, exits,
and means of escepe of all buildings required to be squipped with fire ascapes and
required to have certain exite and means of escape} and upon” the complaint of any
person that any fire escape, exit or means of escape from fire is being maintained
ontrary to law, Or sny rule or regulation relative thereto or relative to pro-
tootion againat firse 1g baing violated, such inspactor shell exesminoe into the
conditions complained of and éstermine what, if sny, requirements should be made
in relation therato, and shall have power to make all meagonable requirsments and
regulations in conformity with ¢he law and to determine all matters with respect
to fire sscapes, protection from fire, and means of escaps fron buildings.

Sec. 16, Limltation or powers. Sald inspectors, howsver, shall be
subject to the rules and under the diresction of the department of labor, and their
duties ghall not confliot with the dutles of inspeation by the lador cormissioner,
the enginesr of the department of public health, end their assistants or deputies. "

S8ec, 17. Inspectors to sarve notice on ownsr, It ghall be the duty of
any inspsctor required by law to inspect fire escapes or means of escape from fire
to sexrve or cnuse to be served a written notice in behalf of the state of Iowa
upon the owner, if he be a pesident of the county in which the buildings are
situated, or i1f he be a nonresident of wuch county, then upon his agent or lesses,
that the bulldings are not provided with fire escapes in accordance with the
provisions of this ast, or that the fire escapes or msans of escaps from fire
are defective, unsafe, or dsngerous, notifying such owner of such lack of fire
ogscapes, condition of the duilding, defsctive, dangsrous, or unsafe means of
escape from firs or any matter yelating thereto, and notifying him to comply with
the law and requirements of the inspector or cormissioner within sixty (60) days
after the service of such notice; but the time of such notice may be extendsd by
the labor cormissioner if nececsary.

' [

Sec. 18. Owmer's right of appeal to cormissioner, The ownsy, by himmelf,
hig agent, or lesses, may appesl from the acbion or requirement of any inspactor
at any time within sixty (60) days after ths gervice of such notice by a written
communication addressed to sald commissioner, setting forth such objections as @
he may have to the complaint, requirement, or regulations of such inspector; anmd
it shall be the duty of the cormmissioner to pass upon and determine all matters
of disagreament relating to fire escapes and the means of escepe from fire fn'
duildings, and all rulss, regulations, findings, end orders made by the come
missioner in his discretion, shall bs reasonable and not unduly burdensome,

Sac, 19, Violatlons~=panslty..Any posrson who ghall violate any of the
provisions of law relating to fire escapes or msana of escaps from fire, or any
ownsr, agent, or trustes having the full care and control of any buillding and
who has boen served with notics as provided herein and who ghall, within eixty
(60) days of the mervice of the notice, or within the time as extended by the-
cormiseloner, fail and neglect to comply with the requirements of law or of the
inspector or the commissioner, or who ghall fail, rsfuse, or neglest to per-
form any order or requirement fixed by law; or by the labor commissioner, shall
be puniched by & fine of not lsss than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) ner more
than one hundred dollars ($100,00), Each additional week of neglest to comply
with such notfce, order, or requirement shall constitute a geparate offense.

Approved April 5, 1924,
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